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fical enough, or witty enough to 
be entertaining to my readers. 
Mr. FitTtTz-ADA™M. 
SiR, 
I am an ENGLISHMAN and a Parrior, but neither 
a FREEHOLDER nor an INDEPENDENT Wuic. [am 
neither a CRAFTSMAN nor a Foo, but a FREETHINKER 
and a PLain-DEALER ; a fteady Campion for virtue, 
and a fharp ProTesTER againtt vice. 
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I am adaily Insprcror of my neighbour’s adtions, 
and take a MONTHLY REVIEW of my own; yet do not 
affume the title of Censor or GuARDIAN ; being con- 
tented with the office of Moniror, or REMEMBRAKN- 
cer. My enemies neverthelefs will call mea Tarver, 
a Busy-Bopy, an ImperTINENT, &c. 

I am a great Reaper and a Lover of polite litera- 
ture. JI am fometimes an ADVENTURER abroad, fome- 
times a RAmMBEER at home, and rove like the Ber 
from Mus“zum to Musa#um in queft of knowledge 
and pleafure. 

I am an OccasioNAL WRITER too; in a fit of 
gaiety ] am a Humourist, in a fit of ferioufnefs a 
Moratist ; and. when I am very angry indeed, I 
ScourGe the age with all the fpirit of a Bussy. 

To conclude, I am not an idle SpecratTor, but a 
clofe Examiner of what paffes in the Wor tp, and 


Mr. Fitz-Adam’s 
Admirer and bumble fervant, 


PHILOCOSMOS. 


Tuts letter puts me in mind of the following adver- 


tifement in a late Daily Advertifer. ‘‘ Whereas Thomas 


“ Turvey, fnuff-man, who is lately removed from the 
“© blackamoor’s head in Piccadilly to the fhop, late the 
“< crown and dagger, three doors lower, and hopes for the 
“* continuance of his friend’s cuftom”—And there it ends. 
I fhould have been more obliged to my correfpondent, if 
after his Wuereas that he was an ENGLISHMAN, 2 
PaTRIoT, a FRrenotper, &c. he had thought pro- 
per to inform me to what purpofe he was all this. But 
I have the pleafure of hoping that his epiftle is only an 
introductory difcourfe to a larger work ; and as fuch J 
have given it to the public without addition or amend- 


ment. 


SIR; 


wv 
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SIR, 

_ Ir it would not be medling with religion (a fubject 
which you have declared againt{t touching upon) I with 
you would recommend it to all reCtors, vicars and curates 
of parifhes to omit in the prayer, commonly ufed in the 
pulpit before fermon, the petition for Jews, Turks and 
Inripers. For as the Jews, fince a late act of parlia- 
ment, are juftly detefted by the whole nation ; and as it 
is fhrewdly fufpected that a bill is now in agitation for 


naturalizing the Turks, wife men are of opinion that 
it is no bufinefs of ours to be continually recommending 
fuch people in our prayers- Indeed, as for the Inri- 
DELS, who are only our own people, I fhould make no 
{cruple of praying for them, if I did not know that per- 
fons of fafhion do not care to hear themfelves named fo 
very particularly in the face of a congregation. I have 
the honour of an acquaintance with a lady of very fine 
underftanding, who affures me that the above-mentio- 
ned prayer is abfolutely as terrible to her as being chur- 
hed in public : for that fhe never hears the word Inr1- 
DEL mentioned from the pulpit, without fancying herfelf 
the ftare of the whole rabble of believers. 

As it is certainly the duty of a clergyman to avoid 
giving offence to his parifhioners ; and as our hatred to 
the Jews, our alarms about the Turks, and the mo- 
defty of perfons of quality, are not to be overcome, J 
beg that you will not only infert this letter in the WorLp, 
but that you will alfo give it as your opinion that the 
petition fhould be omitted. 

I am, 
SIR, 
Your moft bumble fervant, 
J. M. 








e 
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Mr. Firz-Apam, 

Now the theatres are open, and:the town is in high 
expectation of fegipg.Panromimes performed to the 
greateft advantage, it would not be improper if you 
were to give us a paper upon that fubje@t. Your pre- 
deceffor the Spectator, and the Tatler before him ufed 
frequently to animadvert upon theatrical entertainments ; 
but as thofe gentlemen happened to have no talents for 
PANTOMIME, and were partial to fuch entertainments 
as themfelves were able to produce, they treated the 
nobler compofitions with unwarrantable freedom. Happy 
is it for us, that we live in an age of TasTE, when the 
dumb eloquence, and manual wit ‘and humour of 
Har.equin is juftly preferred to the whining of tra- 
gedy, or the vulgarity of comedy. But it grieves me, 
jn an entertainment fo near perfection, to obferve certain 
indelicacies and indecorums, which, though they never 
fail of obtaining the approbation of the galleries, mutt 
“. “be extremely offenfive to the politenefs of the boxes. 

The indelicacies I mean, are, the frequent and figni- 
ficant wriglings of HaRLEequin’s tail, and the affront 
that Pirror is apt to put upon the modefty of Cotum- 
BINE, by fometimes fuppofing, in his fearches for her 
lover, that fhe has hid him under her petticoats. That 
fuch a fuppofition would be allowable in comedy, I am 
very ready to own; the celebrated Mrs. Behn having 
given us in reality what is here only fuppofed. In a 
play of that delicate lady’s, the wife to conceal her gal- 
lant from her hufband, not only hides him under her 
petticoats, but, as Trulla did by Hudibrafs, ftraddles 
over him, and holding her hufband in difcourfe, walks 


backwards with her lover to the door, where with a 


gentle love-kick fhe difmiffes him from his hiding place. 
But 
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But that the chafte Corumsrne fhould be fufpeed of 
fuch indelicacy, or that Prrrot fhould be fo audacious 
as to attempt the examination of premifes fo facred, is a 
folicifm in PAnTromime. Another impurity that gives 
me almoft equal offence, is, HARLEQuIn’s tapping the 
neck or bofom of his miftrefs, and then kiffing his fin- 
gers. Iam apprehenfive that this behaviour is a little 
bordering upon wantonnefs ; which in the character of 
HARLEQUIN, who is a foreigner, and a fine gentleman, 
and every thing agreeable, is as abfurd, as it is immo- 
deft. 

Wuen thefe reformations can be brought about, 
everybody muft allow that a PanTomiMe_ will bea moft 
rational and inftructive entertainment: and it is to be 
hoped that none but principal performers will be fuffered 
to have a part in it. How pleafed would the town be 
this winter to read in one of the articles of news in the 
Public Advertifer, ‘‘ We hear that at each of the theatres 
‘«* royal there is an entire new PANTOMIME now actu- 
“ ally in rehearfal, and that the principal parts are to 
“< be performed by Mr. Garrick, Mr. Woodward, Mr. 
“« Moflop, Mrs. Cibber and Mrs. Pritchard at Drury- 
« Lane ; and at Covent-Garden by Mr. Quin, Mr. Lun, 
«« Mr. Barry, Mifs Noffiter, &c. It is not to be doubt- 
ed that a PAnTomiMe fo acted would run through the 
whole feafon to the politeft as well as moft crowded au- 
diences. Indeed, I have often wondered at the good- 
humour of the town, that they can bear to fee night 
after night fo elegant an entertainment, with only one 
performer in it of real reputation. 

It was very well obferved by a perfon of quality, 
‘© That if Mr. Addifon, Do&or Swift and Mr. Pope 
*« were alive, and were unitedly to write a PANTomMIME 


“* every 
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“* every winter, provided Mr, Garrick and Mrs. Cibber 
“‘ were to do the principal parts, he verily believed 
“< there would not be a hundred people at any one rout 
“ in town, except it was of a funday.” If it be from 
no other confideration than this, I am for having Pan- 
TOMIMES exhibited to the belt advantage; and though 
we have no fuch WiTs among us as his lordfhip was 
pleafed to name, we are reckoned to have as good Car- 
PENTERS as any age has produced : and I take it, that the 
moft ftriking beauties of PANTOMIMICAL compofition 
are to be afcribed to the CARPENTER, more than to the 
Wit. I am, 


SiR, 
Your conflant reader, 
and moft bumble fervant, 
Ss. W. 
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